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Philo Pres News

The Power of 
! Positive 
! Planning
In 2005, Philo Presbyterian came up with 
a five-year plan for our ministry together.  
We started working on it in 2006.  Many 
of the goals we set, we met.  Yeah!  So it is 
time to celebrate and start planning for 
the next five year!  

 This is an excerpt from a resource 
called “Parish Papers” that Presbytery 
sends us: 

A traveler on an October flight to 
Chicago was seated by a little boy 
who was obviously traveling alone. 
The little boy seemed nervous, so the 
traveler tried to engage him in 

conversation: “Do you know what you 
want to be when you grow up?”
“No,” the boy replied. “I donʼt even 
know what Iʼm going to be for 
Halloween!”
That level of planning is not a big 
liability for little boys, but it is for most 
organizations. What allowed Wal- 

Mart to replace Sears in retail market 
share? Why did Southwest Airlines 
steadily increase market share at the 
expense of American, Delta, and 
United? It seems that in older 
companies the leaders tend to drift 
into the future while focused on what 
worked in the past.
Does that kind of drifting-mentality 
happen in congregations? In most 
churches, the answer is yes.

The Congregational Life Survey that 
we’ll fill out Oct. 9th and 16th is the 
beginning of our new planning 
process.  Please plan (haha) to be in 
worship at least ONE of those days 
and help get us off to a good start!

Love,

Pastor Cindy 

Reflecting the love of Christ to the world

Deacon’s Mission Dinner
October 16th the Deacons will host 
their annual mission dinner after 
worship in Fellowship Hall.
A tasty buffet will be provided along 
with information about how Philo 
Presbyterian reaches out with Christ’s 
love.  Find out 
how your gifts to 
Philo Pres change 
lives in the 
neighborhood and 
around the world.  

All Saint’s Day Festivities at Philo 
Pres
The last Sunday in October, we will be 
celebrating the communion of saints 
during morning worship.
We’ll remember saints of old, and 
baptize a 
brand new one 
- Grace Bailey.  
Come enjoy 
the “cloud of 
witnesses” 

Congregational Life Survey 

During Worship, Oct. 9 and after 
worship on Oct. 16, Session invites you 
to fill out a survey about our ministry 
and mission.  

We all want our church to be a warm 
and supportive fellowship, to provide 
quality Christian education, joyful 
worship and healing for a hurting 
world.  Every so often, it makes sense 
for us to ask one 
another, “How are we 
doing?”  
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On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 2, we 
joined with Christians around the world to 

celebrate communion. The children made our 
paper-doll wreath.  Photo by Barb Burlew.  
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Wednesday/Sunday 
School 
Philo Pres’ Mission Statement:  We 
are committed to a strong program of 
Christian Education.

Providing meaningful Christian 
Education in a small membership 
church is a challenge!  

Supt. Mary Simon, along with 
Pastor Cindy, teachers Teri Patton, 
Karen Talbott, Terry Pratt, and 
Michael Trout have been very 
creative in responding to the 
challenge.  They have adapted 
curriculum, experimented with 
scheduling and combined learning 
and teaching methods in all sorts 
of ways.  Most of all, they have 
concentrated on getting to know 
the kids of the church and 
community, so they can reach each 
individual student with a message 
of God’s love for them.  

Right now, our “Sunday School” 
for K-6 grades meets twice a week.  
There is the regular Sunday 
morning time, and Wednesday 
afterschool, from 3-4:30. More than 
half of our “students” are from 
church families, and we are also 
happy to serve those who worship 
elsewhere, or no where (yet!).

Softball Team Spirit
Philo Pres’ Mission Statement:  We 
invite others to join us in loving, 
supportive fellowship.  

Our season is over - and it was 
fun, fun, fun!

Our church league co-ed softball 
league had seven teams this year, and 
all of us had a great time.  Churches 
represented were Tolono 
Presbyterian, Philo Pres, Victory 
Chapel (3 teams!), Villa Grove 
Methodist, and Villa Grove Christian.  

Team members for Philo Pres were 
Jeff Lauchner (coach), Andrew 
Lauchner, Madeline Clabaugh, 
Becky Kincaid, Greg Kincaid, Teri 
Patton, Tim Hartin, Sean Hartin, 
AJ Bailey, Scott Martin, Linda 
Friedemann, and Pastor Cindy.

PTYG
Our Senior High Youth Group is off 
and running for another great year.  

Next meeting is  Oct. 9, 4 pm.  Meet at 
Philo Church for a trip to the corn 
maze at Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch.

Soon the group will be taking orders 
for greenery - their main fundraiser of 
the year.  

Hospitality
Philo Pres’ Mission Statement: Ours 
is a ministry of serving in our 
community and beyond.

One way we’ve been loving and 
serving is through our hospitality 
to our community and beyond.  
Our fellowship hall provides a 
warm and inviting setting for the 
local Home Extension group.  

Several times a year we’ve hosted 
a Lay Pastor Preaching Seminar 
for Presbyterians serving in our 
Synod.  

Synod itself, made up of 
representatives from Chicago, 
Blackhawk, Whitewater (Indiana) 
and Great Rivers (West Illinois) 
Presbyteries meet at Philo Pres. 
twice a year.  Our Afternoon Circle 
ladies plan and prepare the noon 
time meal, to rave reviews from 
our guests.

This month we’ll have a special 
guest - - - General Assembly 
Moderator Cynthia Bolbach 
(picture above).  She’ll be here Oct. 
29th and we’ll give her a warm 
welcome to the Center of the 
Universe.
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A F T E R N O O N  
C I R C L E  

Our Presbyterian Women’s group 
meets on the second Monday of each 
month.  They are using the 
HORIZONS Bible Study - 
“Confessing the Beautitudes” as they 
learn together.  

In November, the group will receive 
the Presbyterian Women’s Thank 
Offering and explain in worship on 
the 20th some of the ways that money 
is distributed to projects that benefit 
some of “the least of these” both in the 
United States and around the world.  

The Afternoon Circle has taken on a 
significant ministry of hospitality in 
serving lunch to the Synod and 
Synod’s Preaching Workshops that 
meet at Philo Pres several times a 
year.  Those lunches are paid for by 
Synod, and the Circle has been able to 
increase their mission giving with the 
money they earn.  

We are very proud of these women, 
who continue to grow in wisdom and 
in service to God.  Members are Betty 
Lauchner, Marlene Evans, Betty Rice, 
Mary Bowers, Janice Moore and Lou 
Shepherd.  

Guests are always welcome.  

The next meeting is October 10, at 1 
pm, in the Fellowship Hall of the 
church.  

 

Friends and Family
Please keep these folks in your 
prayers:

Dorothy Burr - surgery Oct. 11

Pete Friedemann - broken ankle

Chuck Clabaugh and Barb Burlew - 
continuing rehab for Chuck
Farmers who are in the fields

Congratulations to Erin Boucek and 
Joe Gilmartin - wedding Oct. 22
Dave Buchner - teaching award from 
the U of I
Grace Bailey and her family - baptism 
on Oct. 30
Adam’s Army - for raising over $1000 
for Juvenile Diabetes Research

Budrus - Showing at 
the Champaign Public 
Library, Oct 30, 2 pm
It takes a village to unite the most divided people on 
earth.

Budrus is an award-
winning feature 
documentary film 
about a Palestinian 
community organizer, 
Ayed Morrar, who 

unites local Fatah and Hamas 
members along with Israeli supporters 
in an unarmed movement to save his 
village of Budrus from destruction by 
Israel’s Separation Barrier. Success 

eludes them until his 15-year-old 
daughter, Iltezam, launches a 
women’s contingent that quickly 
moves to the front lines. Struggling 
side by side, father and daughter 
unleash an inspiring, yet little-known, 
movement in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories that is still gaining ground 
today. In an action-filled documentary 
chronicling this movement from its 
infancy, Budrus shines a light on 
people who choose nonviolence to 
confront a threat.

While this film is about one 
Palestinian village, it tells a much 
bigger story about what is possible in 
the Middle East.

Budrus includes diverse voices-- from 
the Palestinian leaders of the 
movement and their Israeli allies to an 
Israeli military spokesman, Doron 
Spielman, and Yasmine Levy, the 
Israeli border police captain stationed 
in the village at that time. While many 
documentaries about the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict either romanticize the 
notion of peace, or dwell entirely on 
the suffering of victims to the conflict, 
this film focuses on the success of a 
Palestinian-led nonviolent movement.

Deacon Report
Put October 16th on your 
calendar! After church the 
Deacons will provide a meal and 
mission information in Fellowship 
Hall. 
Here’s what we’ve been up to: 
Oct. 2nd was the Juvenile Diabetes 
Walk.   We support Adam’s Army!
Other expenditures:  
Marion Medical--$400 for another 
well in Africa. Clean water for God’s 
children.
Kemmerer Village--$300 to change 
lives at the Presbyterian home for 
children. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2

World 
Communion

Sunday

3 4

Coffee & 
Conversation, 9 

Choir 
Rehearsal,

6:30

5

After-school 
Sunday School, 3- 
4:30

6 7 8

9

Sunday School, 9

Worship, 10

PTYG, 4

10

Afternoon Circle, 
1 pm

11

Coffee & 
Conversation, 9 

Choir 
Rehearsal,

6:30

12

After-school 
Sunday School, 3- 
4:30

13

CUPS Meeting, 
11:30 

14 15

16

Sunday School, 9

Worship, 10

Deacon’s Mission 
Dinner!!

17

Session, 6:30

18

Coffee & 
Conversation, 9 

Choir 
Rehearsal,

6:30

19

After-school 
Sunday School, 3- 
4:30

20

Committee on 
Ministry - 
Effingham

21

Boucek/Gilmartin

Wedding 
Rehearsal

22

Wedding, 4 pm

23

Sunday School, 9

Worship, 10

Choir Sings

24 25

Coffee & 
Conversation, 9 

Choir 
Rehearsal,

6:30

26

After-school 
Sunday School, 3- 
4:30

27 28 29

Synod of Lincoln 
Trails - 9-3

30

All Saints Sunday

Sacrament of 
Baptism

Budrus Film - 2 
pm at Champ. 
Library

31


